[Kidney transplant pathology].
Biopsy of the transplanted kidney plays an important role in the care and treatment of patients after kidney transplantation. Today the renal biopsy is a standard procedure which is performed early after renal transplantation in the case of a primary non-functioning graft or a significant rise in serum creatinine. On the other hand, a kidney biopsy is performed if an acute or creeping rise in serum creatinine or acute onset of proteinuria or erythrocyturia is observed during follow-up. Furthermore, zero biopsies or intraoperative biopsies of the graft are important in order to obtain information about the initial quality of the graft. This is particularly important in view of the shortage of donor organs and the resulting necessity to accept increasingly marginal organs, such as for example in the ESP program. In addition, an increasing number of transplant centres perform protocol biopsies, i.e. biopsies that are not based on clinical indication, but are performed at a certain time point after transplantation to detect subclinical rejections as well as histological alterations pointing to chronic allograft damage. Additionally, there is much scientific interest in protocol biopsies.